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CMAT Score Vs Percentile 2026: Official NTA
Calculation Process, Example, Expected and
Past Data

CMAT 2026 Score Vs Percentile: CMAT Score Vs Percentile estimates the Scores required
for 99, 95, 90 and lower Percentiles. Based on previous year trends, CMAT score of 280 is
equal to 99 percentile and CMAT score of 250 is equal to 95 percentile. Check CMAT Score
Vs Percentile trends for last five years and CMAT Percentile vs Score 2026 (expected) in the
article below. Also read how CMAT exam scores and percentiles are calculated, and what is
CMAT Normalization Process. Download CMAT Score Vs Percentile 2026 PDF. CMAT
2026 exam will be held in two shifts on January 25, 2026. Also read CMAT Last Minute
Tips, CMAT Exam Day Guidelines, and download free CMAT Previous Year Question
Papers with Solutions.
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CMAT Score Vs
Percentile 2026

Official NTA Calculation Process,
Example, Expected and Past Data

CMAT Score to Percentile: Calculation Process Overview

The transformation from your response sheet to your final NTA Score is a rigorous multi-
stage procedure. It is designed to remove the luck factor regarding which shift a candidate is
assigned to. In the official CMAT 2026 exam information bulletin, National Test Agency
says, “Normalization procedure based on Percentile Score will be used for ensuring that
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candidates are neither benefitted nor disadvantaged due to the difficulty level of the
examination. With the objective of ensuring that a candidate’s true merit is identified, and that
a level playing field is created in the above context, the Normalization Procedure, set out
below shall be adopted, for compiling the NTA scores for multi session papers.”

Following section explains the CMAT Score and Percentile calculation process in simple
and easy terms for candidate’s benefit.

o First, raw scoring occurs, where your individual responses are evaluated against the
official answer key to determine your initial marks.

Second, session-wise sorting takes place, where you are ranked exclusively against
the peers who sat in your exam shift and took the exact same paper as you.

Third, percentile mapping for each shift converts this rank into a percentile
score, which is a value between 0 and 100, calculated to seven decimal places to
ensure precision.

Finally, the master percentile sheet merge combines percentiles from different
shifts into one unified All India Merit List, creating the final NTA CMAT Score.
Read more details for each step in the following sections.

How is CMAT Score Calculated? Explained in simple terms

How To calculate CMAT Marks? The raw CMAT score for each student who appeared in the
exam is the primary data point. It represents your absolute performance before any statistical
adjustments are made. CM AT marking scheme of 4 marks awarded to each correct answer

and 1 mark deducted for each wrong answer is applied. For example, if a candidate attempts
80 questions and gets 70 right and 10 wrong, their raw score is calculated by multiplying 70
by 4 to get 280, and then subtracting the 10 wrong answers, resulting in 270. Questions left
un-attempted are given zero marks. This raw total serves as the input for the CMAT 2026
normalization process.

How is CMAT Percentile Calculated? Explained in simple terms

How To calculate CMAT Percentile? A percentile is a measure of relative standing in a group.

It tells you what percentage of the candidate pool you outperformed within your specific

exam session. The statistical formula involves taking the number of candidates in your shift
with a raw score equal to or less than yours, dividing it by the total number of candidates who
appeared in your shift, and multiplying by 100. Check formula given in the CMAT 2026
Information Bulletin given below.

No. of candidates appeared from the
session with raw score EQUAL TO
Total Percentile X 100 OR LESS than T1 score
(TP1):

Total No. of candidates appeared in
the session
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Source: CMAT 2026 Information Bulletin available on https://cmat.nta.nic.in/

Example: If 10,000 students appeared in Shift 1 and you performed better than 9,900 of
them, you are in the top 1%, resulting in a 99 percentile (100/10000 x 100). Hence, the
highest scorer in every session of CMAT exam is automatically granted a 100.0000000
percentile. This recognizes the best of each exam session as equal, even if their raw marks
vary due to CMAT exam paper difficulty level.

Converting Session-wise Percentile Score to All India Merit List

After percentile scores for each session are calculated based on the above process, the final
master percentile sheet is created by merging combines percentiles from different shifts into
one unified All India Merit List, creating the final NTA CMAT Score.

CMAT Score to Percentile: Example of Candidates in 2 slots

CMAT exam normalization process protects students in a hard session versus an easy session.
In Slot 1, if the paper was so difficult that the top student only managed a raw score of 290
out of 400, that student still receives a 100 percentile. In Slot 2, where the paper was much
simpler, the top student might score 350 out of 400, and he/she will also receive a 100
percentile. If you were in the difficult Slot 1 and scored 280, your percentile might be 99.8.
However, a student in the easier Slot 2 with the same 280 marks might only be at the 90th
percentile because many more students in that shift scored higher than 280. This ensures that
the student who faced the harder paper is not penalized. This is how CMAT normalization
2026 process helps students.

Key Terms Used in CMAT Score and Percentile
Here are key terms that are used for understanding CMAT Score Vs Percentile 2026 process.
e Raw Score refers to the initial marks calculated from correct and incorrect answers.

o NTA Score is the final, normalized percentile that appears on your result card and is
the only score B-schools use for shortlisting. Seven-decimal precision is used to
prevent hundreds of students from being tied at the same rank by extending the
calculation to seven decimal places, such as 99.8765432.

Implications for CMAT 2026 Test Takers

Understanding CMAT 2026 Score vs Percentile Calculation process is very helpful for
candidates taking the exam. After understanding this process, you should NOT target a
particular score because exam paper difficulty is unknown. Aiming for a specific number like
300 can be dangerous if a 280 is enough for a 99th percentile on a hard paper. Accuracy in
CMAT exam is more important than number of attempts because negative marks are
devastating under the seven-decimal CMAT percentile calculation formula. It does not

just drop your score; it can push you behind hundreds of other people in the fine-tuned
ranking. Finally, understanding CMAT Score Vs Percentile calculation process helps you get

into correct test-taking mindset. If you find the paper very hard, do not panic. A tough paper
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means the normalization will work in your favor as long as you outperform the others in your

specific shift.

CMAT Score Vs Percentile: Previous Years’ Trends

CMAT Score Vs Percentile previous year trends for last four years are given below.

CMAT
Percentile

CMAT 2025
Score

CMAT 2024
Score

CMAT 2023
Score

CMAT 2022
Score

99.99

> 340

>340

360

380

99.5 300 310 306 303

99 270 280 296 293

95 245 250 265 260

90 205 225 250 240

80 180 195 220 211

70 175 190 190 180

CMAT 2026 Score Vs Percentile

The expected CMAT Score Vs Percentile 2026 estimates for this year’s exam is given below.
MBAUniverse.com will publish revised estimates on exam day.

CMAT Percentile CMAT 2025 Score

99.99 > 340

99.5 300

99 270

95 245

90 205

80 180

70 175

CMAT 2026 Score Vs Percentile for Top CMAT Colleges
CMAT 2026 Score Vs Percentile for top CMAT colleges is given below.




MBA College

Cut Off Score

Cut Off Percentile

Admission 2026
Status

JBIMS Mumbai

Opening Soon

SIMSREE Mumbai

Opening Soon

K J Somaiva Institute of

Management Mumbai

Open | Know More

PUMBA Pune

Opening Soon.

IMI Kolkata

Open | Apply Now

NIA Pune

Open | Apply Now

IFMR GSB, KREA
University

Open | Apply Now

BIMTECH Greater
Noida

Open | Apply Now

Welingkar Mumbai

Open | Apply Now

Jaipuria Institute of

Open | Apply Now

Management Noida

CMAT Percentile Predictor 2026

CMAT Percentile Predictor 2026, CMAT Percentile Calculator and CMAT Score Calculator
2026 are free online tool prepared by MBAUniverse.com to calculate your score/marks and
percentile. They use the same methodology used by National Testing Agency (NTA). After
entering your CMAT performance, you will get your prediction/estimate on your email and
mobile. Calculate CMAT percentile and score 2026. Also check CMAT Cut Offs and Top
MBA Colleges Accepting CMAT 2026 Scores.

In summary, the CMAT normalization process is a robust statistical safeguard to ensure
that all candidates are given a fair chance. By understanding that your final NTA Score
is a reflection of your rank within your specific session, you can approach the exam with
the right exam strategy. So, prioritize accuracy, remain calm during tough questions
and sections, and focus on being the best in your session rather than chasing an
arbitrary raw score number! Also read CMAT Last Minute Tips, CMAT Exam Day
Guidelines, and download free CMAT Previous Year Question Papers with Solutions.
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