
 

 

 

Top CAT Coaching Institutes 2026: Best Offline, Online 

Courses with Fees; Free Resources 

Best CAT Coaching Institutes 2026: With about 3.0 lakh aspirants competing for less than 

12,000 seats in IIM, CAT exam is one of India’s most competitive entrance exams. While 

self-preparation is possible, most aspirants rely on formal CAT coaching for structured 

learning, study resources, doubt-solving and mock test series. Based on real student feedback 

from 1000+ students on social media and survey data, this CAT coaching 2026 guide ranks 

the best CAT coaching institute in 2026 for offline and online courses. Since CAT 2026 is 

expected to be held on November 29, 2026 (the last Sunday of the November month), 

candidates keen on excelling in the exam should enroll in CAT coaching of their choice at the 

earliest now. Read this article for complete guide to top CAT coaching institutes 2026. 

 

Top CAT Coaching Institutes 2026: Best Offline Institutes 

The offline CAT coaching institutes continue to attract a large number of aspirants for the 

discipline, peer learning, and direct faculty interaction it offers. TIME remains a popular 

choice for its strong AIMCAT mock series, experienced faculty, and structured preparation 

schedules. IMS is well-regarded for its SIMCATs, detailed post-mock analysis, and effective 

mentoring. Career Launcher also offers balanced coverage across all sections, though its 

mocks are seen as slightly less challenging compared to TIME. Together, these institutes are 

top offline CAT 2026 coaching institutes in India. Check their scores, fees and student 

summary.  

https://www.mbauniverse.com/cat
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Table 1: Top Offline CAT Coaching 2026 Institutes 

Rank Institute Faculty Mock 

Quality 

Value 

for 

Money 

Fees 

Range   

(Rs) 

Student Feedback Summary 

1 TIME 8.5 9.0 8.5 60,000–

75,000 

Strong mock series 

(AIMCATs), experienced 

faculty, rigorous schedule. 

Some find batch sizes large. 

2 IMS 8.0 8.5 8.0 55,000–

70,000 

Well-structured SIMCATs, 

detailed post-mock analysis, 

good VARC mentoring. 

3 Career 

Launcher 

8.0 7.5 7.5 55,000–

70,000 

Balanced coverage, strong 

GD-PI prep. Mocks slightly 

less challenging than TIME. 

 

In addition to above national CAT coaching centres and CL, smaller regional offline coaching 

institutes, such as Alchemist and Tathagat cater to aspirants who prefer personalised 

attention and smaller batch sizes.  

Key benefits of enrolling in offline CAT 2026 coaching institute are: 

• Structured timetable that ensures consistent preparation and discipline. 

• Direct interaction with faculty for immediate doubt resolution. 

• Peer learning and competitive classroom environment to understand exam pressure. 

• Access to in-centre mock tests and workshops for realistic practice. 

• Regular feedback and performance tracking from faculty and mentors. 

How to select Best Offline CAT Coaching Institute 2026 

Here is how you can select the right institute for yourself: 

• First check fees and your budget. Offline coaching is much more expensive than 

online. 

• Evaluate faculty expertise in your weaker and stronger sections. 

• Attend demo classes to understand teaching style and pace. 

• Review the Mock test quality, frequency, and difficulty level. Check the depth of 

post-mock analysis and feedback systems. 

• Consider batch size for personalised attention. 

• Compare location convenience. No point in spending hours in travel in 2026. 



 

 

• Seek feedback from current or recent students. Visit Reddit and other social 

platforms. 

• Review past CAT results for consistency. Audited results are more believable.  

Top CAT Coaching Institutes 2026: Best Online Institutes 

Best online coaching for CAT 2026: Post COVID-19, Online CAT coaching has rapidly 

gained traction among aspirants for its flexibility, cost-effectiveness, and access to highly 

rated faculty. Online CAT coaching removes geographical limitations, offering students the 

ability to choose the best trainers for each CAT section and tailor their preparation plan. Top 

Online CAT coaching institutes offer live sessions, recorded lectures, dedicated doubt-

solving, and comprehensive mock series. Based on student feedback and social media 

reviews, the top CAT Online Coaching 2026 institutes include Rodha, Elites Grid, Cracku, 

2IIM, Unacademy, and MBA Wallah (PhysicsWallah). Check their detailed analysis in 

table below. Also check CAT 2026 online coaching fees.  

Table 2: Top CAT Online Coaching 2026 Institutes 

Rank Institute / 

Faculty 

Faculty Mock 

Quality 

Value 

for 

Money 

Fees 

Range 

(Rs) 

Student Feedback 

Summary 

1 Rodha 8.5 8.0 8.5 18,000–

25,000 

Highly rated QA for non-

engineers, clear 

explanations. Best for 

students with weak quant 

basics. 

2 Elites Grid 8.0 8.0 8.0 28,000–

35,000 

Strong LRDI, but batches 

start late; VARC often 

replaced with VARC1000 

add-on. 

3 Cracku 8.0 8.0 8.0 15,000–

20,000 

Known for quality mocks 

and sectional tests. Platform 

offers extensive question 

bank and video solutions. 

4 2IIM 8.0 7.5 8.0 20,000–

30,000 

Good sectional balance, 

active doubt clearing, 

praised for VARC faculty 

Jatin. 

5 Unacademy 8.0 7.5 8.0 15,000–

25,000 

Large course library, strong 

QA/VARC faculty. LRDI 

coverage less intensive. 

6 MBA 

Wallah 

(PW) 

7.5 7.0 8.0 10,000–

15,000 

Affordable option with 

growing faculty base. Good 

https://www.mbauniverse.com/cat/online-coaching


 

 

for beginners; advanced 

content still developing. 

How to select Best Online CAT 2026 Coaching Institute 

Choosing the right online CAT coaching 2026 institute from so many options can be 

confusing. You can select the right CAT coaching institute by following these points: 

• Identify your weaker sections and choose institutes with proven strengths in those 

areas. 

• Review faculty profiles, demo classes, and past student feedback to assess teaching 

clarity and engagement. 

• Check the quality and frequency of mocks and sectional tests, along with the depth of 

performance analysis. 

• Ensure the institute offers both live and recorded sessions for flexible learning. 

• Evaluate the size and activity of doubt-clearing forums or mentorship groups. 

• Compare the comprehensiveness of study material and question banks. 

• Consider the course duration, start dates, and pace of coverage. 

• Assess affordability by comparing fees against features and additional costs (like 

VARC add-ons or interview prep). 

• Look for institutes that provide trial periods or sample sessions before you commit. 

Top CAT Coaching Institutes 2026: Section-Wise Recommendations 

In addition to above traditional CAT coaching courses, some institutes and faculty also offer 

specialized courses for candidates who want extra support in some sections. Check top 

section wise CAT coaching courses below. 

CAT Coaching for Quantitative Ability Section 

For quant preparation, Arun Sharma (Author of bestselling CAT preparation books) is 

known for his expertise in this section.  

CAT Coaching for Verbal Ability & Reading Comprehension Section 

For online preparation, Gejo Srinivasan (VARC1000) is recognised for his ability to 

simplify complex RC passages and help students in answering questions accurately.  

CAT Coaching for Data Interpretation & Logical Reasoning Section 

There are very few dedicated CAT coaching institutes for DILR Section. Best Faculty for this 

section include Shahzar Sir (Elites Grid) and Raghu Sir (2IIM). 

CAT Coaching Institutes Fees 2026 

As is clear from the tables above, CAT 2026 coaching varies widely.  

• Fees for top offline CAT coaching institutes like TIME and IMS range from Rs 

55,000 to Rs 75,000. 

https://www.mbauniverse.com/articles/arun-sharma-cat-books


 

 

• Fees for top online CAT coaching institutes like Rodha and Elites Grid are lower, 

ranging from Rs 15,000 to Rs 35,000. 

• Some low fees CAT Coaching Institute offer online recorded lectures on Youtube and 

limited mock tests 

• Most CAT Coaching institutes offer 25-30% Discounts. Students should check for 

such discounts before joining.  

So which are the top 10 cat coaching institutes 2026? If you combine top office institutes 

(TIME, IMS, CL), Online (Cracku, Rodha, Elites Grid) and a few others mentioned above, 

you will get the list of the best 10 CAT coaching institutes in 2025.  

Free CAT 2026 Coaching Resources 

For aspirants on a low budget, or those who wish to supplement their enrolled coaching with 

additional experts, many free CAT coaching resources are available on YouTube, free mock 

tests online, online communities, and other resources. Used consistently, these free resources 

can be as effective as many paid programmes. Check  

Free YouTube Channels for CAT 2026 

YouTube remains the most accessible source of high-quality, free CAT coaching content. The 

following channels are widely recognised and consistently recommended by CAT aspirants 

across online communities. 

Section YouTube Channel 

/ Faculty 

What It Offers 

Quantitative 

Ability (QA) 

Rodha Concept-building videos from basics to advanced CAT-level 

problems. Particularly useful for non-engineers and students 

with weak quant foundations. 

Quantitative 

Ability (QA) 

Arun Sharma  Structured QA content aligned with his bestselling CAT 

preparation books. Useful for topic-by-topic revision. 

VARC Gejo Srinivasan 

(VARC1000) 

Focused strategies for Reading Comprehension and Verbal 

Ability. Widely regarded as the best free VARC resource for 

CAT preparation. 

DILR Raghu Sir (2IIM) Free DILR concept videos and set-based walkthroughs. 

Strong on approach-building for novel LRDI sets. 

DILR Shahzar Sir 

(Elites Grid) 

Selected free DILR sessions available on YouTube. Known 

for his logical, step-by-step approach to complex puzzles. 

All Sections Cracku CAT Free sectional strategy videos, previous-year CAT paper 

discussions, and exam-day tips. 

All Sections IMS India Regular free webinars on VARC, QA, and DILR strategy. 

Offers a sample of their SIMCAT teaching methodology at 

no cost. 

https://www.mbauniverse.com/articles/arun-sharma-cat-books
https://www.mbauniverse.com/articles/arun-sharma-cat-books


 

 

All Sections 2IIM CAT 

Preparation 

Topic-wise videos, daily problems, and concept explainers 

for all three CAT sections. 

Free Mock Tests and Question Banks for CAT 2026 

Attempting full-length mock tests under timed conditions is the single most important 

element of CAT preparation. The following platforms offer free or partially free mock tests 

and question banks. 

Platform What Is Free Best For 

iimcat.ac.in (Official 

IIM Mock) 

One official free mock test released 

by IIMs before CAT 

Understanding exact interface, 

timer mechanics, and question 

navigation 

Cracku Free sectional tests, daily CAT 

questions, and a limited number of 

full mocks 

Consistent daily practice and 

question-bank access 

2IIM Free topic tests and a selection of 

previous-year questions with 

detailed solutions 

Concept reinforcement and VARC 

practice 

MBAUniverse.com Free CAT Mock Tests and CAT 

Sample Papers 

Full-length practice and previous-

year paper access 

Rodha Free QA worksheets and problem 

sets via YouTube community posts 

Quant practice for non-engineers 

Free CAT Preparation Websites and Apps 

Beyond YouTube and mock tests, several platforms offer structured free content for CAT 

2026 preparation. 

Platform Free Content Available Best For 

MBAUniverse.com CAT Syllabus 2026, CAT Exam 

Pattern, CAT Preparation Guide, topic-

wise articles 

End-to-end CAT preparation 

guidance and exam updates 

2IIM Daily 

Challenges 

Free daily CAT-level problems with 

detailed solutions sent via email 

Staying exam-ready with daily 

practice 

Cracku Daily Tests Free sectional and topic-wise tests Consistent preparation without 

enrolment 

Unacademy (Free 

Tier) 

Selected free live sessions and recorded 

lectures across all sections 

Supplementary concept revision 

Free Online Communities for CAT 2026 

Peer communities offer real-time strategy sharing, doubt resolution from toppers, and morale 

support during a long preparation cycle. Here are key communities that you can join. 

https://www.mbauniverse.com/cat/mocktest
https://www.mbauniverse.com/cat/sample-paper
https://www.mbauniverse.com/cat/sample-paper
https://www.mbauniverse.com/cat/syllabus
https://www.mbauniverse.com/cat/pattern
https://www.mbauniverse.com/cat/pattern
https://www.mbauniverse.com/cat/preparation


 

 

• Reddit (r/CATprep and r/MBA): The most active free community for CAT 

aspirants. Features topper AMAs (Ask Me Anything), daily question discussions, 

strategy threads, and honest reviews of coaching institutes. Highly recommended for 

aspirants at all stages of preparation. 

• Telegram Groups: Most coaching institutes and independent faculty (Rodha, 2IIM, 

Cracku) maintain free Telegram channels where daily practice questions, exam 

updates, and strategy tips are shared at no cost. 

• MBAUniverse.com CAT Preparation Section: Offers structured articles on CAT 

Verbal Ability, CAT Data Interpretation, CAT Logical Reasoning, and CAT 

Quantitative Aptitude — free, credible, and regularly updated. 

How to Build an Effective Free CAT Preparation Plan 

Using free resources effectively requires structure. Here is a recommended weekly 

framework for aspirants relying primarily on free content: 

• Concept building (3 days/week): Follow Rodha for QA, Gejo Srinivasan for VARC, 

and 2IIM or Elites Grid for DILR on YouTube. 

• Daily practice (daily): Solve 10–15 questions from Cracku's free daily tests or 2IIM's 

daily challenges. 

• Weekly mock (once a week): Attempt one free full-length mock on Cracku or 

MBAUniverse.com and spend equal time analysing the paper. 

• Official mock (once before exam): Attempt the IIM official mock on iimcat.ac.in at 

least twice — once early in preparation and once a week before the exam. 

• Community check-in (weekly): Visit Reddit r/CATprep for strategy threads, peer 

feedback, and topper insights. 

The most disciplined aspirants combine a few of these free resources, typically one strong 

YouTube faculty per section, one free mock platform and use them with the same rigour as a 

paid course. 

Selecting CAT Coaching Institutes 2026: Student Insights, Mistakes to Avoid 

Here are some student insights and common mistakes to avoid when it comes to selecting 

CAT coaching institute:  

• Choose a coaching institute with faculty expertise and teaching style that match your 

learning needs. 

• Avoid joining multiple institutes or mixing too many online and offline programs, as 

it can dilute focus. 

• Enrol early to benefit from a complete learning schedule and avoid missing structured 

modules. 

• Evaluate faculty quality for each section separately, especially VARC, where 

supplementary courses are often needed. 

https://www.mbauniverse.com/cat/verbal-ability
https://www.mbauniverse.com/cat/verbal-ability
https://www.mbauniverse.com/cat/di-for-cat
https://www.mbauniverse.com/cat/lr-for-cat
https://www.mbauniverse.com/cat/quantitative-aptitude
https://www.mbauniverse.com/cat/quantitative-aptitude


 

 

• Prioritise institutes that offer in-depth mock analysis, personalised feedback, and 

active doubt-clearing support. 

Top CAT Coaching Institutes 2026 PDF Download 

If you want to save all the details of top CAT coaching institutes for ready reference during 

CAT preparation, MBAUniverse.com has compiled all the information covered in this article 

into a single, easy-to-read PDF. The Top CAT Coaching Institutes 2026 PDF includes the 

complete ranking tables for offline and online coaching institutes with fees, faculty ratings, 

mock quality scores, and student feedback summaries. It also covers section-wise coaching 

recommendations for QA, VARC, and DILR, the full list of free CAT coaching resources, and 

key tips on avoiding common mistakes while selecting a coaching institute. Download the 

Top CAT Coaching Institutes 2026 PDF from link below, save it and share it with your 

friends. 

Summary 

Top CAT Coaching Institutes 2026: Choosing the right CAT Coaching Centres 2026 

requires more than simply following brand reputation. It demands a careful evaluation of 

faculty quality, course structure, and support systems. Student feedback consistently shows 

that the best outcomes come from institutes that combine strong teaching with mentoring, 

mock test analysis, and value for money. List of top CAT coaching institutes 2026 is given in 

the article above. Also Read: CAT Syllabus 2026, CAT Pattern 2026, CAT Preparations 

2026 and CAT Mock Test 2026. 

 

https://www.mbauniverse.com/cat/syllabus
https://www.mbauniverse.com/cat/pattern
https://www.mbauniverse.com/cat/preparation
https://www.mbauniverse.com/cat/preparation
https://www.mbauniverse.com/cat/mocktest

