
 

 

 

Best Books for CAT Preparation 2026: Latest Editions, Prices, 

Reviews, PDF Download Links 

Best Books for CAT 2026 preparation: CAT 2026 exam will be held on November 29, 2026. If 

you are preparing for CAT 2026 exam and looking for the best CAT 2026 preparation books, 

read this in depth article with latest details. The best CAT books for MBA exam preparation, 

recommended by toppers, are written by Authors Arun Sharma (How to Prepare for 

Quantitative Aptitude) and Nishit Sinha (Quantitative Aptitude for CAT). Arun Sharma CAT 

books have been widely used by CAT toppers. From 2026 onwards, Arun Sharma CAT books 

2026 are converted as ‘Courseware’, that combines traditional books with digital learning 

tools like videos and mock tests. For example, Arun Sharma Quantitative Aptitude for CAT 

2026 (13th Edition) include print edition of the book along with 4000+ practice questions, 

200+ videos, and solved CAT 2023–25 papers. Check complete list of best CAT books, 

recommended by CAT Toppers, in the article below. In addition, CAT books for beginners 

include books like ‘Word Power’, RS Agarwal Logical Reasoning, and NCERT class 8-10 

Maths books for improving fundamentals in English Grammar, Vocabulary, Mathematics and 

Logical Reasoning. Read this article for complete guide on best CAT preparation 2026 

books. Also check information on CAT Preparation Books 2026 PDF Free Download. Also 

check information on best CAT preparation books 2026 PDF free download. 
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https://www.mbauniverse.com/cat
https://www.mbauniverse.com/articles/arun-sharma-cat-books
https://www.mbauniverse.com/articles/arun-sharma-cat-books
https://www.mbauniverse.com/articles/arun-sharma-cat-books
https://www.mbauniverse.com/articles/arun-sharma-cat-books


 

 

Which are the best books for CAT 2026 preparation? Based on recommendations from CAT 

Toppers, who are now studying at top IIMs, MBAUniverse.com has shortlisted best books for 

CAT 2026 preparation. Check the list of best cat books for preparation 2026 is below. 

Best Books for CAT Preparation 2026 

Section     Book & Edition  Author 

Verbal Ability and Reading 

Comprehension 

How to Prepare for VERBAL ABILITY & 

READING COMPREHENSION (13th Edition) 

Arun Sharma & 

Meenakshi 

Upadhyay 

  Verbal Ability and Reading 

Comprehension for CAT 

Nishit K. Sinha 

Quantitative Ability How to Prepare for QUANTITATIVE 

APTITUDE (13th Edition) 

Arun Sharma 

  Quantitative Aptitude for CAT Nishit K. Sinha 

  Quantitative Aptitude R S Aggarwal 

Data Interpretation & 

Logical Reasoning 

How to Prepare for DATA INTERPRETATION 

(10th Edition) 

Arun Sharma 

  How to Prepare for LOGICAL REASONING 

(9th Edition) 

Arun Sharma 

  Data Interpretation for CAT Nishit K. Sinha 

  Logical Reasoning for CAT Nishit K. Sinha 

Best Books for CAT Preparation 2026: Verbal Ability and Reading Comprehension (VARC) 

Best books for CAT 2026 preparation for VARC: CAT Verbal Ability and CAT Reading 

Comprehension section syllabus includes Reading Comprehension (RC), Paragraph 

Completion, Summary Writing, and Odd Sentence questions, testing candidates on their 

reading speed, comprehension, and verbal reasoning. To prepare for this section, list of best 

books is given below. Arun Sharma Quantitative Aptitude Book is one of the most popular 

books for this section. Arun Sharma Verbal Ability And Reading Comprehension Book is one 

of the most popular books for this section. In addition, Word Power by Norman Lewis is also 

a very good book to build your vocabulary. Similarly, High School English Grammar by Wren 

and Martin is a very good book to improve your English Grammar.  

Best Books for Verbal Ability and Reading Comprehension (VARC) for CAT 

https://www.mbauniverse.com/cat/topper
https://www.mbauniverse.com/cat/topper
https://www.mbauniverse.com/cat/verbal-ability
https://www.mbauniverse.com/cat/rc-for-cat
https://www.mbauniverse.com/cat/rc-for-cat


 

 

Book Title How to Prepare for Verbal Ability & Reading Comprehension 

Author Arun Sharma & Meenakshi Upadhyay 

Edition 13th Edition | VARC Paperback (1 February 2026) 

Price M.R.P.: Rs.1,050.00 

Save: Rs.321.00 (31% Approx) 

Rs.729.00 incl. GST 

Buy Now Link Order Now 

Book Title Verbal Ability and Reading Comprehension for CAT 

Author Nishit K. Sinha 

Edition 7th Edition Paperback ( 10 July 2025) 

Price M.R.P.: Rs. 795.00 

Save: Rs. 96.00 (12%) 

Rs. 699.00 incl. GST 

Buy Now Link Order Now 

Best Books for CAT Preparation 2026: Data Interpretation and Logical Reasoning (DILR) 

Best books for CAT 2026 preparation for DILR:  CAT Data Interpretation and CAT Logical 

Reasoning section assesses analytical and problem-solving skills through data-based 

caselets, logical puzzles, seating arrangements, tournaments, and graphs/charts-based 

interpretation. To prepare for this section, list of best books is given below. Arun Sharma 

Data Interpretation and Logical Reasoning is one of the most popular books for this section. 

Another popular book is A Modern Approach to Logical Reasoning by R S Aggarwal. It helps 

you develop basic Logical Reasoning concepts. 

Best Books for Data Interpretation and Logical Reasoning (DILR) for CAT 

Book Title How to Prepare For Data Interpretation 

Author Arun Sharma 

Edition 10th Edition Paperback (1 February 2026) 

Price M.R.P.: Rs. 925.00 

Save: Rs. 296.00 (32% Approx) 

Rs. 629.00 incl. GST 

Buy Now Link Order Now 

Book Title How to Prepare For Logical Reasoning 

Author Arun Sharma 

https://amzn.to/4t9Fdvm
https://link.amazon/B08jnP2RC
https://www.mbauniverse.com/cat/di-for-cat
https://www.mbauniverse.com/cat/lr-for-cat
https://www.mbauniverse.com/cat/lr-for-cat
https://amzn.to/47XUNBP


 

 

Book Title How to Prepare For Data Interpretation 

Edition 9th Edition Paperback (1 February 2026) 

Price M.R.P.: Rs. 925.00 

Save: Rs. 296.00 (32% Approx) 

Rs. 629.00 incl. GST 

Buy Now Link Order Now 

Book Title Data Interpretation for CAT 

Author Nishit K. Sinha 

Edition 3rd Edition Paperback (10 July 2025) 

Price M.R.P.: Rs. 795.00 

Save: Rs. 320.00 (10%) 

Rs. 475.00 incl. GST 

Buy Now Link Order Now 

Book Title Logical Reasoning for CAT 

Author Nishit K. Sinha 

Edition 3rd Edition Paperback (10 July 2025) 

Price M.R.P.: Rs. 795 

Save: Rs. 300.00 (38%) 

Rs. 495.00 incl. GST 

Buy Now Link Order Now 

 

Best Books for CAT Preparation 2026: Quantitative Aptitude (QA) 

Best books for CAT 2026 preparation for Quant: CAT Quantitative Ability section of CAT 

primarily tests a candidate’s mathematical concepts, problem-solving ability, and speed. A 

structured approach with concept clarity, regular practice, and time management is key to 

scoring well in this section. To prepare for this section, list of best books is given below. If 

you want to build your foundation of Maths, and revise the key concepts before starting CAT 

preparation, NCERT Mathematics books from Class 6 to 10 are very useful.  

Best Books for Quantitative Aptitude (QA) for CAT 

Book Title How to Prepare for Quantitative Aptitude 

Author Arun Sharma 

Edition  13th Edition Paperback (1 February 2026) 

https://amzn.to/4mq9Ytn
https://link.amazon/B0cYYJ4d1
https://link.amazon/B0gblbJ0b
https://www.mbauniverse.com/cat/quantitative-aptitude


 

 

Book Title How to Prepare for Quantitative Aptitude 

Price M.R.P.: Rs.1,095.00 

Save: Rs.336.00 (31% Approx) 

Rs.759.00 incl. GST 

Buy Now Link Order Now 

Book Title Quantitative Aptitude for CAT 

Author Nishit K. Sinha 

Edition  7th Edition Paperback (10 July 2025) 

Price M.R.P.: Rs. 960.00 

Save: Rs. 360 (38% Approx) 

Rs. 600.00 incl. GST 

Buy Now Link Order Now 

CAT Preparation Books for Beginners 

Which are the best CAT preparation books for beginners? The best CAT preparation books for 

beginners are NCERT Mathematics (Class 6–10) and R S Aggarwal's Quantitative Aptitude for 

maths basics, Word Power Made Easy by Norman Lewis for vocabulary, Wren & Martin's 

High School English Grammar for grammar, and R S Aggarwal's A Modern Approach to 

Logical Reasoning for reasoning fundamentals. If you have not studied maths since Class 10, 

or if reading and reasoning feel unfamiliar, starting directly with CAT-level books can be 

discouraging. Beginner books rebuild the fundamentals first, so that Arun Sharma and Nishit 

Sinha books become easier to use later. They are especially useful for non-engineers, 

commerce and arts graduates, and working professionals returning to studies after a gap. 

CAT Books for Beginners at a Glance 

Area Book Author / 

Publisher 

Why it helps beginners 

Quant 

foundation 

NCERT Mathematics, 

Class 6–10 

NCERT Rebuilds school-level concepts: 

numbers, percentages, ratios, 

algebra and geometry basics 

Quant 

practice 

Quantitative Aptitude R S 

Aggarwal 

Large bank of basic-level questions 

to build speed and confidence 

before CAT-level problems 

Vocabulary Word Power Made Easy Norman 

Lewis 

Builds vocabulary through word 

roots, which helps in reading 

comprehension and verbal ability 

https://amzn.to/3Q8dqwC
https://link.amazon/B07temaX5


 

 

Area Book Author / 

Publisher 

Why it helps beginners 

Grammar High School English 

Grammar 

Wren & 

Martin 

Strengthens grammar and 

sentence structure, useful for para 

jumbles and odd sentence out 

Logical 

Reasoning 

A Modern Approach to 

Logical Reasoning 

R S 

Aggarwal 

Introduces basic reasoning types 

before CAT-style DILR sets 

Best CAT Study Material 2026 

CAT exam material: A well-planned CAT 2026 preparation strategy should combine concept-

building books, regular quizzes and practice questions, previous years' question papers, and 

full-length mock tests. Details of best books for CAT 2026 preparation section wise are given 

above. In addition to books, the best CAT 2026 study material includes CAT Previous Year 

Question Papers (PYQs) and full length mock tests to improve speed, accuracy, and time 

management. Details are given below.  

In addition, study material for CAT by leading coaching institutes like TIME and IMS are also 

counted in the best CAT Study Material 2026. Finally, online video lectures are also available 

on CAT preparation platforms by Rodha, Cracku and other CAT experts. They can act as best 

free study material for CAT exam 2026. 

 

Best CAT 2026 Preparation Books PDF Free Download 

CAT Exam Preparation Books PDF: CAT exam preparation books by Arun Sharma and Nishit 

K. Sinha are available as physical and digital editions on Amazon and Flipkart. Links to 

purchase the latest editions of CAT Books PDF are provided in the sections above. 

Downloading copyrighted CAT Exam Books PDF from social media channels or unauthorised 

websites is not encouraged. Pirated CAT Preparation Books PDF are frequently incomplete, 

contain errors, or carry outdated content from older editions. Best CAT 2026 preparation 

books PDF download can however be shared legally by college senior and batch mates 

studying for the CAT exam.  

For aspirants looking for free and legal CAT preparation material, MBAUniverse.com offers a 

comprehensive library of free resources. Click on the links below. You can also download 

previous years papers from the links below.  

• CAT Mock Tests 2026 

• CAT Sample Papers 2026 

• CAT Previous Year Question Papers 

 

CAT Preparation Books by Arun Sharma: Latest 2026 Editions 

https://www.mbauniverse.com/cat/mocktest
https://www.mbauniverse.com/cat/sample-paper
https://www.mbauniverse.com/cat/previous-question-papers


 

 

Books of Arun Sharma for CAT have been widely used by CAT toppers. From 2026 

onwards, Arun Sharma CAT books 2026 are converted as ‘Courseware’, that combines 

traditional books with digital learning tools like videos and mock tests. The Arun Sharma 

Quantitative Aptitude for CAT 2026 (13th Edition) include print edition of the book along 

with 4000+ practice questions, 200+ videos, and solved CAT 2023–25 papers. Similarly, Arun 

Sharma Verbal Ability and Reading Comprehension for CAT 2026 (13th Edition) include print 

edition of the book along with 500 new questions, 75+ videos, and 15 new sectional tests. 

Arun Sharma CAT Books on Logical Reasoning and Data Interpretation have been totally 

revised for CAT 2026. There is no increase in price of the books. Check CAT Books by Arun 

Sharma with latest editions, price, discount available and link to purchase. 

CAT Previous Years Question Papers Solved Books 

Many books offer solved CAT Previous Years Papers. Check a few prominent books on this 

topic.   

Chapter-Wise Solved Previous Years Papers for CAT by Arun Sharma and Meenakshi 

Upadhyay (4th Edition): Key Highlights 

This book serves as a guide for CAT Examination and is a compilation of original question 

papers from 2001-2024. It is helpful in giving insights to the changing patterns of this 

examination. The structure of the book is carved in four sections. Check key highlights 

below: 

• Section-A: Verbal Ability and Reading Comprehension 

• Section B: Data Interpretation, 

• Section C: Logical Reasoning 

• Section D: Quantitative Aptitude. 

Read more about Solved Previous Years Papers for CAT by Arun Sharma. 

OSWAAL CAT | 25 Years’ Chapterwise & Topicwise Solved Papers (1993 - 2008 & 2017 – 

2025)  

This book offers 2025 Papers (Shift 1 to 3) Fully Solved. It also offers 2400+ Chapter-wise 

Practice Questions & 3 Sample Question Papers.  

Best Books for CAT Recommended by Toppers 

Which books do CAT toppers actually use? MBAUniverse.com interviewed 50+ CAT toppers, 

now studying at IIM Ahmedabad, IIM Calcutta, IIM Kozhikode, SPJIMR, MDI Gurgaon. Many 

toppers named Arun Sharma CAT books. A few others used Nishit Sinha CAT books, Word 

Power Made Easy, Quantum CAT and NCERT books. The table below lists books 

recommended by CAT toppers. 

https://www.mbauniverse.com/articles/arun-sharma-cat-books
https://amzn.to/4t9Fdvm
https://amzn.to/4t9Fdvm
https://amzn.to/4t9Fdvm
https://amzn.to/4t9Fdvm
https://amzn.to/47XUNBP
https://www.mbauniverse.com/articles/arun-sharma-cat-books
https://www.mbauniverse.com/articles/arun-sharma-cat-books
https://www.mbauniverse.com/cat/previous-question-papers


 

 

Book Name Recommended by Quote 

Arun Sharma CAT 

books 

Sanjiv Kumar CAT 2024, 99.99 

percentile; IIT Madras, self-

prepared 

"Logical reasoning was particularly 

challenging for me, so I dedicated a 

week to solving Arun Sharma’s LR 

book." 

Arun Sharma CAT 

books 

Paarth Jaitly CAT 2024, 99.51; 

SPJIMR Mumbai; self-prepared 

"For QA I initially focused on Arun 

Sharma to build my basics." 

Arun Sharma CAT 

books 

Shrey Srivastava CAT 2024, 

99.24; SPJIMR Mumbai 

"for DILR, Arun Sharma book was useful 

for understanding standard 

frameworks." 

Arun Sharma CAT 

books 

Vedant Seigell — CAT 2023, 

99.73; SPJIMR Mumbai 

"To prepare specifically for DILR I used 

the books by Arun Sharma to 

understand the type of questions" 

Arun Sharma CAT 

books 

Shivam — CAT 2022, 99.84; IIM 

Calcutta  

"I had referred to Arun Sharma sir’s 

books for LRDI and Quants." 

Arun Sharma CAT 

books 

Srishti Yadav — CAT 2022, 

99.69; IIM Kozhikode 

"I referred Arun Sharma’s books 

completely." 

Arun Sharma CAT 

books 

Shreyasee Sarkar — CAT 2022, 

99.68; IIM Calcutta  

"Practising LOD 1 and 2 questions of QA 

was more than enough to ace the QA 

section." 

Arun Sharma CAT 

books 

Akshat Agarwal — CAT 2022, 

99.44; IIT Delhi; self-prepared 

"I referred Arun Sharma for DILR and 

Quant" 

Arun Sharma CAT 

books 

Shantanu Yadav — CAT 2019, 

99.73; IIM Ahmedabad  

"For Quants, I thoroughly practised 

books by Arun Sharma with a timed 

approach to solve at least 25-28 

questions from various topics under 60 

minutes." 

Nishit K Sinha – 

VARC and 

Quantitative 

Ability 

Nancy Jain — CAT 2020, 99.72; 

IIM Calcutta; self-prepared 

while working 

"I followed “Quantitative Ability by 

Nishit K. Sinha” and made detailed 

notes." 

Nishit K Sinha 

(QA) and 

Quantum CAT 

Bhanu Pratap — CAT 2022, 

99.67; IIM Calcutta  

"I used NK Sinha for QA apart from it." 

/ "For QA I used to solve material of 

coaching, mocks, sectional and 

quantum CAT." 

https://www.mbauniverse.com/articles/cat2024-topper-sanjiv-kumar
https://www.mbauniverse.com/articles/cat2024-topper-sanjiv-kumar
https://www.mbauniverse.com/articles/cat-topper-interview-spjimr-paarth-jaitly-cat-2024-99-51-percentile
https://www.mbauniverse.com/articles/cat-topper-interview-spjimr-paarth-jaitly-cat-2024-99-51-percentile
https://www.mbauniverse.com/articles/spjimr-cat-topper-interview-shrey-srivastava
https://www.mbauniverse.com/articles/spjimr-cat-topper-interview-shrey-srivastava
https://www.mbauniverse.com/articles/spjimr-cat-topper-interview-shrey-srivastava
https://www.mbauniverse.com/articles/spjimr-cat-topper-interview-shrey-srivastava
https://www.mbauniverse.com/topper/shivam
https://www.mbauniverse.com/topper/shivam
https://www.mbauniverse.com/topper/srishti-yadav
https://www.mbauniverse.com/topper/srishti-yadav
https://www.mbauniverse.com/topper/shreyasee-sarkar
https://www.mbauniverse.com/topper/shreyasee-sarkar
https://www.mbauniverse.com/topper/akshat-agarwal
https://www.mbauniverse.com/topper/akshat-agarwal
https://www.mbauniverse.com/topper/shantanu-yadav
https://www.mbauniverse.com/topper/shantanu-yadav
https://www.mbauniverse.com/topper/nancy-jain
https://www.mbauniverse.com/topper/nancy-jain
https://www.mbauniverse.com/topper/bhanu-pratap
https://www.mbauniverse.com/topper/bhanu-pratap


 

 

Book Name Recommended by Quote 

Word Power 

Made Easy 

(Norman Lewis) 

Chandanbala — CAT 2019, 

98.28; IIM Udaipur; B.Com 

"The Norman Lewis book will be of 

great help to work on vocabulary." 

Word Power 

Made Easy 

(Norman Lewis) 

Soraya Gupta — CAT 2023, 

98.86; SPJIMR Mumbai 

"Every night before sleeping, I also read 

Word Power Made Easy." 

NCERT textbooks Sahiti Potnuru — CAT 2023, 

98.23; SPJIMR Mumbai 

"Additionally, I went through the 

NCERT textbooks as required." 

Source: CAT topper interviews published on MBAUniverse.com  

Summary 

Best Books for CAT Preparation 2026: According to past CAT toppers, books by Arun Sharma 

and Nishit Sinha are regarded as the best books for CAT 2026 preparation. In addition, CAT 

preparation books for beginners include books for improving fundamentals in English 

Grammar, Vocabulary, Mathematics and Logical Reasoning. Based on recommendations 

from CAT Toppers, read above article for best book for CAT preparation 2026. Downloading 

copyrighted CAT 2026 Preparation Books Free from social media channels or unauthorised 

websites is not encouraged. Pirated PDFs are frequently incomplete, contain errors, or carry 

outdated content from older editions. Best CAT Preparation Books 2026 free download can 

however be shared legally by college senior and batch mates studying for the CAT exam. 

Some CAT preparation books all in one are also available in market but their quality of 

content is not at par with these best CAT books. Top CAT books mentioned above remain 

relevant for CAT 2027 until new editions are released and are hence the best books for CAT 

preparation 2027. 
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